STATEMENTS ON AND ABOUT POVERTY, HUNGER,
HELPING AND CHARITY FROM
THE BOOK OF MORMON
*Note on spelling conventions: In the Book of Mormon, the word ‘woe’ is rendered as ‘wo.’
Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; for the feet of those who are in the east shall be
established; and break forth into singing, O mountains; for they shall be smitten no more; for
the Lord hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. - 1 Nephi 21:13
But wo unto the rich, who are rich as to the things of the world. For because they are rich they
despise the poor, and they persecute the meek, and their hearts are upon their treasures;
wherefore, their treasure is their god. And behold their treasure shall perish with them also. 2 Nephi 9:30
Say unto the righteous that it is well with them; for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. Wo
unto the wicked, for they shall perish; for the reward of their hands shall be upon them! - 2
Nephi 13:10-11
The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people and the princes thereof; for
ye have eaten up the vineyard and the spoil of the poor in your houses. - 2 Nephi 13:14
What mean ye? Ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor, saith the Lord
God of Hosts. - 2 Nephi 13:15
Wo unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have
prescribed; To turn away the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from the poor
of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob the fatherless! And what
will ye do in the day of visitation, and in the desolation which shall come from far? to whom
will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your glory? - 2 Nephi 20:1-3
But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the
earth; and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
shall he slay the wicked. - 2 Nephi 21:4
And the first-born of the poor shall feed, and the needy shall lie down in safety; and I will kill
thy root with famine, and he shall slay thy remnant. - 2 Nephi 24:30
What shall then answer the messengers of the nations? That the Lord hath founded Zion, and
the poor of his people shall trust in it. - 2 Nephi 24:32
And the Gentiles are lifted up in the pride of their eyes, and have stumbled, because of the
greatness of their stumbling block, that they have built up many churches; nevertheless, they
put down the power and miracles of God, and preach up unto themselves their own wisdom
and their own learning, that they may get gain and grind upon the face of the poor. - 2 Nephi
26:20
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Behold, the Lord hath forbidden this thing; wherefore, the Lord God hath given a
commandment that all men should have charity, which charity is love. And except they should
have charity they were nothing. Wherefore, if they should have charity they would not suffer
the laborer in Zion to perish. - 2 Nephi 26:30
For none of these iniquities come of the Lord; for he doeth that which is good among the
children of men; and he doeth nothing save it be plain unto the children of men; and he
inviteth them all to come unto him and partake of his goodness; and he denieth none that
come unto him, black and white, bond and free, male and female; and he remembereth the
heathen; and all are alike unto God, both Jew and Gentile. - 2 Nephi 26:33
And the meek also shall increase and their joy shall be in the Lord, and the poor among men
shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. For assuredly as the Lord liveth they shall see that the
terrible one is brought to naught, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch for iniquity
are cut off. - 2 Nephi 27:30-31
Because of pride and because of false teachers, and false doctrine, their churches have
become corrupted, and their churches are lifted up; and because of pride they are puffed up.
They rob the poor because of their fine sanctuaries; they rob the poor because of their fine
clothing; and they persecute the meek and the poor in heart, because in their pride they are
puffed up. They wear stiff necks and high heads; yea, and because of pride, and wickedness,
and abominations, and whoredoms, they have all gone astray save it be a few, who are the
humble followers of Christ: nevertheless, they are led, that in many instances they do err
because they are taught by the precepts of men. O the wise, and the learned, and the rich that
are puffed up in the pride of their hearts, and all those who preach false doctrines, and all
those who commit whoredoms, and prevert the way of the Lord, wo, wo, wo be unto them,
saith the Lord God Almighty, for they shall be thrust down to hell! - 2 Nephi 28:12-15
And with righteousness shall the Lord God judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the
meek of the earth. And he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the breath
of his lips shall he slay the wicked. - 2 Nephi 30:9
And now behold, my brethren, this is the word which I declare unto you, that many of you
have begun to search for gold, and for silver, and for all manner of precious ores, in which this
land, which is a land of promise unto you and to your seed, doth abound most plentifully. And
the hand of providence hath smiled upon you most pleasingly, that you have obtained many
riches; and because some of you have obtained more abundantly than that of your brethren ye
are lifted up in the pride of your hearts, and wear stiff necks and high heads because of the
costliness of your apparel, and persecute your brethren because ye suppose that ye are better
than they. And now, my brethren, do ye suppose that God justifieth you in this thing? Behold,
I say unto you, Nay. But he condemneth you, and if ye persist in these things his judgment
must speedily come unto you. O that he would show you that he can pierce you, and with one
glance of his eye he can smite you to the dust! O that he would rid you from this iniquity and
abomination. And O that ye would listen unto the word of his commands, and let not this pride
of your hearts destroy your souls! Think of your brethren like unto yourselves, and be familiar
with all and free with your substance, that they may be rich like unto you. - Jacob 2:12-17
But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the kingdom of God. And after ye have obtained a
hope in Christ ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will seek them for the intent to do
good -- to clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry, and to liberate the captive, and
administer relief to the sick and the afflicted. - Jacob 2:18-19
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And behold, I tell you these things that ye may learn wisdom; that ye may learn that when ye
are in the service of your fellow beings ye are only in the service of your God. - Mosiah 2:17
Behold, ye have called me your king; and if I, whom ye call your king, do labor to serve you,
then ought not ye to labor to serve another? - Mosiah 2:18
I say unto you that if ye should serve him who has created you from the beginning, and is
preserving you from day to day, by lending you breath, that ye may live and move and do
according to your own will and even supporting you from one moment to another – I say, if ye
should serve him with all your whole souls yet ye would be unprofitable servants. And behold,
all that he requires of you is to keep his commandments; and he has promised you that if ye
would keep his commandments ye should prosper in the land; and he never doth vary from
that which he hath said; therefore, if ye do keep his commandments he doth bless you and
prosper you. – Mosiah 2:21-22
And ye will not suffer your children that they go hungry, or naked; neither will ye suffer that
they transgress the laws of God, and fight and quarrel one with another, and serve the devil,
who is the master of sin, or who is the evil spirit which hath been spoken of by our fathers, he
being an enemy to all righteousness. But ye will teach them to walk in the ways of truth and
soberness; ye will teach them to love one another, and to serve one another. And also, ye
yourselves will succor those that stand in need of your succor; ye will administer of your
substance unto him that standeth in need; and ye will not suffer that the beggar putteth up his
petition to you in vain, and turn him out to perish. Perhaps thou shalt say: The man has
brought upon himself his misery; therefore I will stay my hand, and will not give unto him of
my food, nor impart unto him of my substance that he may not suffer, for his punishments are
just – But I say unto you, O man, whosoever doeth this the same hath great cause to repent;
and except he repenteth of that which he hath done he perisheth forever, and hath no interest
in the kingdom of God. For behold, are we not all beggars? Do we not all depend upon the
same Being, even God, for all the substance which we have, for both food and raiment, and for
gold, and for silver, and for all the riches which we have of every kind? And behold, even at
this time ye have been calling on his name, and begging for a remission of your sins. And has
he suffered that ye have begged in vain? Nay; he has poured out his Spirit upon you, and has
caused that your hearts should be filled with joy, and has caused that your mouths should be
stopped that ye could not find utterance, so exceedingly great was your joy. And now, if God,
who has created you, on whom you are dependent for your lives and for all that ye have and
are, doth grant unto you whatsoever ye ask is right, in faith, believing that ye shall receive, O
then, how ye ought to impart of the substance that ye have one to another. And if ye judge
the man who putteth up his petition to you for your substance that he perish not, and
condemn him, how much more just will be your condemnation for withholding your substance,
which doth not belong to you but to God, to whom also your life belongeth; and yet ye put up
no petition, nor repent of the thing which thou hast done. I say unto you, wo be unto that
man, for his substance shall perish with him; and now, I say these things unto those who are
rich as pertaining to the things of this world. And again, I say unto the poor, ye who have not
and yet have sufficient, that ye remain from day to day; I mean all you who deny the beggar,
because ye have not; I would that ye say in your hearts that: I give not because I have not,
but if I had I would give. And now, if ye say this in your hearts ye remain guiltless, otherwise
ye are condemned; and your condemnation is just for ye covet that which ye have not
received. And now, for the sake of these things which I have spoken unto you – that is, for the
sake of retaining a remission of your sins from day to day, that ye may walk guiltless before
God – I would that ye should impart of your substance to the poor, every man according to
that which he hath, such as feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick and
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administering to their relief, both spiritually and temporally, according to their wants. - Mosiah
4:14-26
Therfore, I would that ye should be steadfast and immovable, always abounding in good
works, that Christ, the Lord God Omnipotent, may seal you his, that you may be brought to
heaven, that ye may have everlasting salvation and eternal life, through the wisdom, power,
and justice, and mercy of him who created all things, in heaven and in earth, who is God
above all. Amen. - Mosiah 5:15
And it came to pass that he said unto them: Behold, here are the waters of Mormon (for thus
were they called) and now, as ye are desirous to come into the fold of God, and to be called
his people, and are willing to bear another’s burdens, that they may be light; Yea, and are
willing to mourn with those that mourn; yea, and comfort those that stand in need of comfort,
and to stand as witnesses of God at all times and in all things, and in all places that ye may be
in, even until death, that ye may be redeemed of God, and be numbered with those of the first
resurrection, that ye may have eternal life – Now I say unto you, if this be the desire of your
hearts, what have you against being baptized in the name of the Lord, as a witness before him
that ye have entered into a covenant with him, that ye will serve him and keep his
commandments, that he may pour out his Spirit more abundantly upon you? - Mosiah 18:8-10
And again Alma commanded that the people of the church should impart of their substance,
every one according to that which he had; if he have more abundantly he should impart more
abundantly; and of him that had but little, but little should be required; and to him that had
not should be given. And thus they should impart of their substance of their own free will and
good desires towards God, and to those priests that stood in need, yea, and to every needy,
naked soul. - Mosiah 18:27-28
Now there was a great number of women, more than there was of men; therefore king Limhi
commanded that every man should impart to the support of the widows and their children,
that they might not perish with hunger; and this they did because of the greatness of their
number that had been slain. - Mosiah 21:17
Thus did Alma teach his people, that every man should love his neighbor as himself, that there
should be no contention among them. – Mosiah 23:15
And they did impart of their substance, every man according to that which he had, to the poor,
and the needy, and the sick, and the afflicted; and they did not wear costly apparel, yet they
were neat and comely. And thus did they establish the affairs of the church; and thus they
began to have continual peace again, notwithstanding all their persecutions. – Alma 1:27-28
And thus, in their prosperous circumstances, they did not send away any who were naked, or
that were hungry, or that were athirst, or that were sick, or that had not been nourished; and
they did not set their hearts upon riches; therefore they were liberal to all, both old and young,
both bond and free, both male and female, whether out of the church or in the church, having
no respect to persons as to those who stood in need. And thus they did prosper and become
far more wealthy than those who did not belong to their church. - Alma 1:30-31
And it came to pass in the commencement of the ninth year, Alma saw the wickedness of the
church and he saw also that the example of the church began to lead those who were
unbelievers on from one piece of iniquity to another, thus bringing on the destruction of the
people. Yea, he saw great inequality among the people, some lifting themselves up with their
pride, despising others, turning their backs upon the needy and the naked and those who were
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hungry, and those who were athirst, and those who were sick and afflicted. Now this was a
great cause for lamentations among the people, while others were abasing themselves,
succoring those who stood in need of their succor, such as imparting their substance to the
poor and the needy, feeding the hungry, and suffering all manner of afflictions, for Christ’s
sake, who should come according to the spirit of prophecy; - Alma 4:11-13
Do ye exercise faith in the redemption of him who created you? Do you look forward with an
eye of faith, and view this mortal body raised in immortality, and this corruption raised in
incorruption, to stand before God to be judged according to the deeds which have been done in
the mortal body? I say unto you, can you imagine to yourselves that ye hear the voice of the
Lord, saying unto you, in that day: Come unto me ye blessed, for behold, your works have
been the works of righteousness upon the face of the earth? - Alma 5;15-16
Yea, come unto me and bring forth works of righteousness, and ye shall not be hewn down and
cast into fire – For behold, the time is at hand that whosoever bringeth forth not good fruit, or
whosoever doeth not the works of righteousness, the same have cause to wail and mourn. Alma 5:35-36
For I say unto you that whatsoever is good cometh from God, and whatsoever is evil cometh
from the devil. Therefore, if a man bringeth forth good works he hearkeneth unto the voice of
the good shepherd, and he doth follow him; but whosoever bringeth forth evil works, the same
becometh a child of the devil, for he hearkeneth unto his voice, and doth follow him. And
whosoever doeth this must receive his wages of him; therefore for his wages he receiveth
death, as to things pertaining unto righteousness, being dead unto all good works. - Alma
5:40-41
And again I say unto you, the Spirit saith; Behold, the ax is laid at the root of the tree;
therefore every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit shall be hewn down and cast into the
fire, yea, a fire which cannot be consumed, even an unquenchable fire. Behold, and remember,
the Holy One hath spoken it. - Alma 5:52
And now my beloved brethren, I say unto you, can ye withstand these sayings; yea, can ye lay
aside these things, and trample the Holy One under your feet; yea, can ye be puffed up in the
pride of your hearts; yea, will ye still persist in the wearing of costly apparel and setting your
hearts upon the vain things of the world, upon your riches? Yea, will ye persist in supposing
that ye are better one than another; yea, will ye persist in the persecution of your brethren,
who humble themselves and do walk after the holy order of God, wherewith they have been
brought into this church, having been sanctified by the Holy Spirit, and they do bring forth
works which are meet for repentance – Yea, and will you persist in turning your backs upon
the poor, and the needy, and in withholding your substance from them? And finally, all ye that
will persist in your wickedness, I say unto you that these are they who shall be hewn down and
cast into the fire except they speedily repent. - Alma 5:53-56
And it also came to pass that whosoever did belong to the church that did not repent of their
wickedness and humble themselves before God – I mean those who were lifted up in the pride
of their hearts – the same were rejected, and their names were blotted out, that their names
were not numbered among those of the righteous. – Alma 6:3
And now I would that ye should be humble, and be submissive and gentle; easy to be
entreated; full of patience and long-suffering; being temperate in all things; being diligent in
keeping the commandants of God at all times; asking for whatsoever things ye stand in need,
both spiritual and temporal; always returning thanks unto God for whatsoever things ye do
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receive. And see that ye have faith, hope, and charity, and then ye will always abound in good
works. – Alma 7:23-24
And now, Amulek, because thou hast fed me and taken me in, thou art blessed; for I was an
hungered, for I had fasted many days. - Alma 8:26
Behold, do ye not remember the words which he spake unto Lehi, saying that: Inasmuch as ye
shall keep my commandments, ye shall prosper in the land? And again it is said that:
Inasmuch as ye will not keep my commandments ye shall be cut off from the presence of the
Lord. – Alma 9:13
Therefore, prepare ye the way of the Lord, for the time is at hand that all men shall reap a
reward of their works, according to that which they have been – if they have been righteous
they shall reap the salvation of their souls, according to the power and deliverance of Jesus
Christ; and if they have been evil they shall reap the damnation of their souls according to the
power and captivation of the devil. - Alma 9:28
Yea, and when you do cry unto the Lord, let your hearts be full, drawn out in prayer unto him
continually for your welfare, and also for the welfare of those who are around you. And now
behold, my beloved brethren, I say unto you, do not suppose that this is all; for after ye have
done all these things, if ye turn away the needy, and the naked, and visit not the sick and the
afflicted, and impart of your substance, if ye have, to those who stand in need – I say unto
you, if ye do not any of these things, behold, your prayer is vain, and availeth you nothing,
and ye are as hypocrites who do deny the faith. Therefore, if ye do not remember to be
charitable, ye are as dross, which the refiners do cast out, (it being of no worth) and is trodden
under foot of men. - Alma 34:27-29
Teach them to never be weary of good works, but to be meek and lowly in heart; for such shall
find rest to their souls. - Alma 37:34
Now this great loss of the Nephites, and the great slaughter which was among them, would not
have happened had it not been for their wickedness and their abomination which was among
them; yea, and it was among those also who professed to belong to the church of God. And it
was because of the pride of their hearts, because of their exceeding riches , yea, it was
because of their oppression to the poor, withholding their food from the hungry, withholding
their clothing from the naked, and smiting their humble brethren upon the cheek, making a
mock of that which was sacred, denying the spirit of prophecy and of revelation, murdering,
plundering, lying, stealing, committing adultery, rising up in great contentions, and deserting
away into the land of Nephi, among the Lamanites – And because of this their great
wickedness, and their boastings in their own strength they were left in their own strength;
therefore they did not prosper, but were afflicted and smitten, and driven before the
Lamanites, until they had lost possession of almost all of their lands. - Helaman 4:11-13
And thus they did obtain the sole management of the government, insomuch that they did
trample under their feet and smite and rend and turn their backs upon the poor and the meek,
and the humble followers of God. And thus we see that they were in an awful state, and
ripening for an everlasting destruction. - Helaman 6:39-40
And blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. - 3 Nephi 12:7
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And behold, it is written, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth; But I say unto you, that ye
shall not resist evil, but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other
also; And if any man will sue thee at the law and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak
also; And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that
asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn thou not away. And behold it is
written also, that thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy; But behold I say unto
you, love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them who despitefully use you and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your
Father who is in heaven; for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good. Therefore
those things which were of old time, which were under the law, in me are all fulfilled. Old
things are done away, and all things have become new. Therefore I would that ye should be
perfect even as I, or your Father who is in heaven is perfect. - 3 Nephi 12:38-48
Verily, verily, I say that I would that ye should do alms unto the poor; but take heed that ye
do not your alms before men to be seen of them; otherwise ye have no reward of your Father
who is in heaven. Therefore, when ye shall do your alms, do not sound a trumpet before you,
as will hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men.
Verily I say unto you, they have their reward. But when thou doest alms let not thy left hand
know what thy right hand doeth; That thine alms may be in secret; and thy Father who seeth
in secret, himself shall reward thee openly. - 3 Nephi 13:1-4
For, if ye forgive men their trespasses your heavenly Father will also forgive you; But if ye
forgive not men their trespasses neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. - 2 Nephi
13:14-15
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and thieves
break through and steal; But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal. For where your
treasure is there will your heart be also. - 3 Nephi 13:19-21
And now it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these words he turned again to the
multitude, and did open his mouth unto them again, saying: Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the
mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or
how wilt thou say to thy brother: Let me pull the mote out of thine eye – and behold, a beam
is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast the beam out of thy own eye; and then shalt
thou see clearly to cast the mote out of thy brother’s eye. - 3 Nephi 14:1-5
Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you. For everyone that asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh, findeth; and to him that
knocketh, it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, who, if his son ask bread, will give
him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give
good things to them that ask him? Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye even so to them, for this is the law and the prophets. - 3 Nephi 14:7-12
And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers,
and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the
hireling in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger, and fear
not me, saith the Lord of Hosts. - 3 Nephi 24:5
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Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say: Wherein have we robbed thee? In
tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse, for ye have robbed me, even this whole
nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in my house; and
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven,
and pour out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it. - 3 Nephi 24:8-10
And even unto the great and last day, when all people, and all kindreds, and all nations and
tongues shall stand before God, to be judged of their works, whether they be good or whether
they be evil – If they be good, to the resurrection of everlasting life; and if they be evil, to the
resurrection of damnation; being on a parallel, the one on the one hand and the other on the
other hand, according to the mercy, and the justice, and the holiness which is in Christ, who
was before the world began. - 3 Nephi 26:4-5
And it came to pass in the thirty and sixth year, the people were all converted unto the Lord,
upon all the face of the land, both Nephites and Lamanites, and there were not contentions
and disputations among them, and every man did deal justly one with another. And they had
all things common among them; therefore there were not rich and poor, bond and free, but
they were all made free, and partakers of the heavenly gift. - 4 Nephi 1:2-3
And these things doth the Spirit manifest unto me; therefore I write unto you all. And for this
cause I write unto you, that ye may know that ye must all stand before the judgment-seat of
Christ, yea, every soul who belongs to the whole human family of Adam; and ye must stand to
be judged of your works, whether they be good or evil. - Mormon 3:20
And the day soon cometh that your mortal must put on immortality, and these bodies which
are now moldering in corruption must soon become incorruptible bodies; and then ye must
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ, to be judged according to your works; and if it so be
that ye are righteous, then are ye blessed with your fathers who have gone before you. Mormon 6:21
Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. But behold, Jesus Christ
hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing. And I know that ye do walk in the pride of
your hearts; and there are none save a few only who do not lift themselves up in the pride of
their hearts, unto the wearing of very fine apparel, unto envying, and strifes, and malice, and
persecutions, and all manner of iniquities; and your churches, yea, even every one, have
become polluted because of the pride of your hearts. For behold, ye do love money, and your
substance, and your fine apparel, and the adorning of your churches, more than ye love the
poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted. O ye pollutions, ye hypocrites, ye teachers, who
sell yourselves for that which will canker, why have ye polluted the holy church of God? Why
are ye ashamed to take upon you the name of Christ? Why do ye not think that greater is the
value of an endless happiness than that misery which never dies – because of the praise of the
world? Why do ye adorn yourselves with that which hath no life, and yet suffer the hungry, and
the needy, and the naked, and the sick and the afflicted to pass by you, and notice them not?
Yea, why do ye build up your secret abominations to get gain, and cause that widows should
mourn before the Lord, and also orphans to mourn before the Lord, and also the blood of their
fathers and their husbands to cry unto the Lord from the ground, for vengeance upon your
heads? Behold, the sword of vengeance hangeth over you; and the time soon cometh that he
avengeth the blood of the saints upon you, for he will not suffer their cries any longer. Mormon 8:35-41
Behold, I will show unto the Gentiles their weakness, and I will show unto them that faith,
hope and charity bringeth unto me – the fountain of all righteousness. - Ether 12:28
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And now I know that this love which thou hast had for the children of men is charity;
wherefore, except men shall have charity they cannot inherit that place which thou hast
prepared in the mansions of thy Father. - Ether 12:34
And it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord that he would give unto the Gentiles grace,
that they might have charity. - Ether 12:36
For I remember the word of God which saith by their works ye shall know them; for if their
works be good, then they are good also. For behold, God hath said a man being evil cannot do
that which is good; for if he offereth a gift, or prayeth unto God, except he shall do it with real
intent it profiteth him nothing. For behold, it is not counted unto him for righteousness. For
behold, if a man being evil giveth a gift, he doeth it grudgingly; wherefore it is counted unto
him the same as if he had retained the gift; wherefore he is counted evil before God. - Moroni
7:5-8
And again, my beloved brethren, I would speak unto you concerning hope. How is it that ye
can attain unto faith, save ye shall have hope? And what is it that ye shall hope for? Behold I
say unto you that ye shall have hope through the atonement of Christ and the power of his
resurrection, to be raised unto life eternal, and this because of your faith in him according to
the promise. Wherefore, if a man have faith he must needs have hope; for without faith there
cannot be any hope. And again, behold I say unto you, that he cannot have faith and hope,
save he shall be meek, and lowly of heart. If so, his faith and hope is vain, for none is
acceptable before God, save the meek and the lowly in heart; and if a man be meek and lowly
in heart, and confesses by the power of the Holy Ghost that Jesus is the Christ, he must needs
have charity; for if he have not charity he is nothing; wherefore he must needs have charity.
And charity suffereth long, and is kind, and envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the
truth, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Wherefore,
my beloved brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth.
Wherefore, cleave unto charity, which is the greatest of all, for all things must fail – But charity
is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at the
last day, it shall be well with him. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the Father with
all the energy of heart, that ye may be filled with this love, which he hath bestowed upon all
who are true followers of his son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become the sons of God; that
when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we see him as he is; that we may have this
hope; that we may be purified even as he is pure. Amen. - Moroni 7:40-48
Wherefore, there must be faith; and if there must be faith there must also be hope; and if
there must be hope there must also be charity. And except ye have charity ye can in nowise be
saved in the kingdom of God; neither can ye be saved in the kingdom of God if ye have not
faith; neither can ye if ye have no hope. - Moroni 10:20-21
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